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Director’s welcome 

About Find us Connect  

Assent Building Control are 

one of the country’s leading 

Approved Inspectors.  We 

aim to take the hassle out of 

Building Control by taking 

your scheme from design to 

completion by offering ex-

pert, friendly and fast advice 

when you need it.  Our team 

of almost 100 surveyors pro-

vide national coverage for 

projects large and small. 

POST: 

Assent Head Office 

Assent House  

4 Navigation Court 

Calder Park 

Wakefield, WF2 7BJ  

CALL: 

01924 229180  

EMAIL: 

admin@assentbc.co.uk 

Facebook.com/

Twitter.com/assentbc 

Linkedin.com/

company/assent-

building-control-ltd 

Assentbc.co.uk 

No unauthorised reproduction of this 

newsletter is allowed without the ex-

pressed permission of Assent BC. 

W 
ELCOME to our new look newsletter.  With Christmas and the New Year upon us, we think 

it’s the ideal time to review what’s been happening over the last 12 month and to look for-

ward to 2016. 

Over the last year Assent has experienced unprecedented growth, opening four new offices 

and taking on 15 new staff.  We have also expanded our client base, taking on a number of blue chip com-

panies in the process.  We are delighted with this growth which shows that Assent are really moving for-

wards.  

We also re-launched our website this year and have been working hard to increase our social media pres-

ence.  Both are proving to be a great way to improve the way we communicate with our clients as well as 

keeping people updated on what’s going on at Assent.  If you don’t already follow us on Facebook, Twitter 

or LinkedIn I’d encourage you to take a look – all the details are below. 

Internally we have developed our systems to become fully electronic, increasing our efficiency to offer our 

clients’ even better value for money. 

Our view is that the economy is picking up and we believe that we are ideally placed to offer our clients a 

highly competitive, efficient and effective Building Control operation in a strengthening market. 

2016 looks as though it’s going to be a very interesting and challenging year, but one that we feel we are 

adequately equipped to deal with.  So make Assent your Building Control provider of choice and we will 

endeavour to provide you with the very best service that you can find. 

Finally I want to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a happy and peaceful New Year. 

Martin Conlon 
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Helping Heroes  
Assent join the BBC’s biggest ever build by 

offering injured veterans a brighter future 

I 
T WAS the hit BBC show’s 
biggest ever build - and As-
sent pitched in to lend a 
hand. 

 Nick Knowles and his 
team were joined by hundreds 
of contractors as well as Princ-
es William and Harry to spruce 
up two derelict streets in New-
ton Heath, Manchester, to offer 
injured veterans a new home 
and a new life. 
 The construction work 
saw the refurbishment of dere-
lict homes for veterans like 
Lamin Manneh, 37, who lost an 
arm and both legs fighting in 
Afghanistan. 
 As well as giving Lamin 
and his fellow veterans a 
home, the project plans to give 
injured servicemen and women 

the chance for a new life back 
on civvy street. 
 That’s where Assent 
stepped in, by offering two 
veterans the chance to start a 
new career in Building Con-
trol at the group’s Manchester 
base in nearby Ancoats. 
 The placements, open 
to single ex-military personnel 
with psychological or physical 
changes, aim to give veter-
ans keen on construction a 
route into the profession 
while they re-build their life 
away from the front line. 
 It is part of a package of 
help that the maker’s behind 
DIY SOS’ Big Build team 
hope will give veterans the 
homes and opportunities they 
need.  

FREE SEMINAR 

 

ARE you interested in 

finding out more about 

the recent changes to 

the Building Regula-

tions?  If so, Assent’s 

latest free seminar could 

be for you. 

Director Martin Conlon 

will be hosting the event 

to help construction pro-

fessionals learn more 

about requirements 

around water efficiency, 

access, refuse storage 

and security. 

The event is set to take 

place on January 13 in 

the Wakefield area. 

To find out more or to a 

place, email alisoncross-

land@assentbc.co.uk 

 

GRADUATES  

 

TWO of Assent’s newest 

surveyors are  celebrat-

ing after collecting their 

degrees. 

Peter Kelly and Chris 

Jones picked up the MSc 

degrees in Building Sur-

veying from Sheffield 

Hallam University at a 

plush ceremony at Shef-

field City Hall in Novem-

ber. 

 

Nick Knowles (centre) and the DIY team who transformed homes in 

Newton Heath for veterans as part of DIY SOS’ biggest ever build 
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PROJECT NEWS  >>> WEB FINDER 

TO make it easier to 

keep track of your pro-

ject, Assent have includ-

ed a handy tool to allow 

clients to find out which 

office is dealing with their 

project. 

Using the ‘Office Finder’ 

section of the Assent 

website, clients can use 

their unique project refer-

ence number as a 

search term. 

This shows which Assent 

office is dealing with the 

project, as well as a list 

of the project managers 

based there together 

with all the contact num-

bers you need to get in 

touch. 

 

 

 

OFFICE MOVE 

ASSENT’S Surrey 

branch have a new 

home. 

The team have moved to 

Staines One off Station 

Approach in Staines, 

Surrey. 

The team, which is head-

ed up by Paul La Mere, 

will continue to cover the 

west and south west of 

London from their new 

base. 

A 
S the year draws to a 
close, we look back at 
some of the most in-
spiring schemes that 

our surveyors have been in-
volved with over the last 12 
months. 
 The desire for low carbon 
buildings continued in 2015 with 
Assent’s 
Leicester 
branch over-
seeing the con-
struction of 68 
Passivhaus 
units - one of 
the largest de-
velopments of 
its kind in the 
UK. 
 Else-
where, our 
Nuneaton 
branch provid-
ed Building 
Control ser-
vices for 
Parkview Hub 
in London 
whose eco-
credentials 
mean each 
flat’s weekly 
running cost is 
just £4 - a 90 
per cent saving 
on most UK 
homes. 
 Assent 
has also been involved in land-
mark projects that have 
changed the skylines of some of 
the country’s biggest towns and 
cities. 
 Our Manchester branch 
have been overseeing the con-
struction of the £120m Birley 
Fields scheme, a 1,100 new 
student bedroom development 

at Manchester Metropolitan Uni-
versity. 
 On the South coast (cover 
story), Assent are involved with 
the latest phase of the Boldre-
wood Innovation Campus in 
Southampton.  The project will 
see the construction of a new 
engineering, education and of-

fice building and 
marks the latest 
phase of the re-
development of 
the Boldrewood 
site. 
 Assent’s 
Southampton 
office are 
providing Build-
ing Control ser-
vices for the 
scheme, which 
is due for com-
pletion in 2018. 
 It’s not just 
large projects 
that have in-
spired Assent 
this year.  Our 
Wakefield office 
was involved in 
the dramatic 
renovation of a 
dilapidated 
gatehouse in 
Mirfield, York-
shire, into a styl-
ish contempo-
rary home. 

 With 2016 on the horizon, 
Assent’s surveyors are looking 
forward to another year working 
on schemes great and small on 
sites across the UK. 
 For more information on 
any of the above schemes, 
visit our portfolio of projects 
on the website at  
www.assentbc.co.uk 

TOP: Parkview Hub, London.  CENTRE: 

Mirfield, Yorkshire.  BOTTOM: Birley 

Fields, Manchester  
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Revolution or evolution? 

How should we view the     

latest regulation changes? 

O 
N THE surface at least, not much 
appeared to change when the gov-
ernment introduced the latest up-
date to the Building Regulations this 

Autumn. 
 The most noticeable alteration was the 
introduction of a new Approved Document, Q, 
which places a requirement upon developers 
to ensure that any new dwellings constructed 
after October 2015 have an adequate level of 
security to prevent unauthorised access. 
 As the requirements mirror what the vast 
majority of would-be buyers house would ex-
pect – adequate locks on all external doors 
and windows – these provisions were largely 
met before the new Approved Document was 
introduced. 
 A more fundamental change, the effect 
of which is yet to fully manifest itself, is the 
changes to Part M concerning access to 
dwellings and, to a lesser extent, Part G, 
around water efficiency. 
 What these new regulations do is to set 
a varying standard of compliance. 
 Uniquely, that standard is not set by the 
type of building, but by the local planning de-
partment. 
 To put it in context, most people are use 
to the idea that the level of automatic fire de-
tection that is required in a development to 
comply with the requirements of Approved 
Document B depends on what is being built.  
A new dwelling, for example, needs a differ-
ent system to a care home. 
 What the revised Approved Documents 
for Part G and M introduce is a varying level 
of compliance that is set by the local authority 
that is separate to actual building itself. 

 In the case of Approved Document M, 
which concerns access, planning authorities 
will determine, as a percentage, how many 
new dwellings will need to comply with each of 
the three levels of compliance that are now set 
out – M1, M2 and M3. 
 M1, termed Visitable Dwellings, is largely 
the level of compliance we are used to and 
concerns level thresholds and accessible 
downstairs toilets.  M2, Accessible and Adapt-
able Dwellings is more onerous while M3, 
Wheelchair User Dwellings places significant 
requirements such as the need for an area to 
store two wheelchairs. 
 Typically then, a large development of 
say 100 new houses would require 50 to be 
built to an M1 standard, 30 to M2 and finally 20 
to the higher M3 standard.   
 In the above example, each house will 
need to be judged against the particular cate-
gory of Approved Document M it has been de-
signed and built to comply with. 
 It sounds simple enough doesn’t it?  It 
would if local authorities had determined how 
many new dwellings they require to comply 
with either M1, M2 or M3 status.  In reality, few 
of them have. 
 The same applies for water too, either the 
standard 125 litres per person or the new high-
er standard of 110 litres per person. 
 Arguably, the cart has been put before 
the horse on what is a significant change to 
how the rules are applied. 
 As more developments come on line post 
the October 2015 implementation date of the 
new Approved Document M, it’s likely to be-
come an increasingly common problem. 
 Watch this space. 
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Jane Keeley 

New faces in Manchester 

THREE new starters have taken up their 

roles at Assent’s Manchester office. 

Peter Atherton (centre) has joined as a 

Senior Project Manager from Trafford 

Council.  He brings over 30 years of build-

ing control experience with him. 

He joins Lisa Carter (left) and Jill Fielding 

(right) who have been brought in to the of-

fice’s newly expanded Administration 

Team.  

PAUL Henry has signed up to join Assent’s growing North East 

office. 

Paul, who brings 11 years of construction experience with him, 

achieved Chartered status in 2014. 

He joins North East office manager Mike Kiddell at the group’s 

Stockton-on-Tees base. 

Paul Henry 

SENIOR project manager Jane Keeley has been named as Assent’s 

new Area Manager for Wakefield. 

Jane, who boasts more than 25 years in building control, began the 

newly established position in November. 

The role will see Jane head-up surveyor’s at Assent’s Wakefield 

headquarters. 

ASSENT have appointed a Quality Co-ordinator. 

The position has been taken by Harriette Speight-Hulme who 

previously worked in the Administration Team.  

Harriette will be based at Assent’s Wakefield headquarters. 

Harriette Speight-Hulme  



OFFICE FOCUS: MANCHESTER 
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Lawrence Flynn, Richard Stone and Scott Bonham 

ASSENT BC has boosted its nationwide surveyor network by 

recruiting three new Project Managers to work in its Associate 

offices. 

Lawrence Flynn (top left) has bolstered the Surrey office.  

Richard Stone (bottom left) will boost Assent’s presence in 

Hull and Yorkshire while Scott Bonham (bottom right) joins the 

Liverpool office. 

 

Sarah Stanton and Charlotte Land 

Finance Administrators Sarah Stanton and Charlotte Land, who 

work in Assent’s Finance Team, are celebrating after passing  the 

first stage of their approved course. 

The duo both aced the first of four exams they need to complete 

as part of their Association of Accounting Technicians (AAT) 

course. 

ASSENT BC’s Manchester team are based in historic 

Beehive Mill in the Ancoats area of town. 

The seven-strong team are based on the third floor of 

the Grade-II listed mill, which dates back to the 1820s. 

Project managers Sam Mashiter, Maria Dobson, Peter 

Atherton and Chris Jones are supported by Administra-

tors Pauline Dale, Lisa Carter and Jill Fielding. 

The teams current projects include refurbishment works 

at Manchester’s iconic City Tower, a trio of new fire sta-

tions in Cheshire and a 1,100 student bedroom develop-

ment for Manchester Metropolitan University.  

As well as overseeing developments for building control 

compliance, the team have also introduced Clerk of 

Works scheme.  

To contact the office, call 0161 236 7158 or email      

adminteam@assentbc.co.uk 


