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Director’s welcome 

About Find us Connect  

Assent Building Control are 

one of the country’s leading 

Approved Inspectors.  We 

aim to take the hassle out of 

Building Control by taking 

your scheme from design to 

completion by offering ex-

pert, friendly and fast advice 

when you need it.  Our team 

of almost 100 surveyors pro-

vide national coverage for 

projects large and small. 

POST: 

Assent Head Office 

Assent House  

4 Navigation Court 

Calder Park 

Wakefield, WF2 7BJ  

CALL: 

01924 229180  

EMAIL: 

admin@assentbc.co.uk 

Facebook.com/assentbc 

Twitter.com/assentbc 

Linkedin.com/company/

assent-building-control-

ltd 

Assentbc.co.uk 

No unauthorised reproduction of this news-

letter is allowed without the expressed 

permission of Assent BC. 

Welcome to Assent’s Spring newsletter.  

With uncertainty over the global economy and a possible Brexit, we could be forgiven for being a 

little nervous for the industry in 2016. So far, those concerns seem unfounded with demand, par-

ticularly in the large commercial sector, staying strong. 

With increasing demand for our services, an aging demographic and an industry shortage of high 

calibre qualified staff, a strong theme for Assent in 2016 will be training and improved use of 

technology. 

We are investing heavily in an internet portal to provide clients with immediate, on demand ac-

cess to full information about their project including status reports, copies of notices, certificates 

and more. This will bring the automated project management software and mobile Inspection app 

already in use by our Surveyors in to the client domain to create a fully interactive process. The 

days of waiting weeks for important paperwork are over and not before time.  

Our friend and colleague Martin Conlon is sailing off into the sunset for a well earned and hope-

fully long and happy retirement. It is definitely au revoir though and not goodbye as we are de-

lighted that he is to continue to work with us providing client seminars and training for our excel-

lent cohort of trainee Surveyors. Martin’s excellent core training programme for Building Control 

will be supplemented by a packed itinerary including training in fire engineering, leadership, pro-

fessional ethics and competencies.   

 

Richard Batte 
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SPRING SEMINARS 

ASSENT is offering its cli-
ents the chance to spring 
into the new year with a se-
ries of seminars to help 
them boost their CPD 
hours. 

Our team of expert Survey-
ors are offering CPD ses-
sions in fire safety, energy 
conservation, accessibility, 
the latest changes to the 
Building Regulations and 
items relevant to individual 
clients’ needs. 

The free sessions can be 
delivered at a time and date 
to suit for larger clients.  
Group seminars are also 
held throughout the year for 
smaller clients to access 
the same sessions.  These 
are advertised on the As-
sent website. 

To find out more, contact 
Alison on 01924 229181 
or email alisoncross-
land@assentbc.co.uk 

SPONSORS: Assent BC are proud to be named new sponsors of Sandals Under 7’s Rugby Team for 2015/16 

Conversion in line for 

top industry prize 

A FAMILY home which under-
went a striking makeover could 
be named Yorkshire’s top resi-
dential project. 

The property, in Sheffield, is 
one of seven 
schemes hop-
ing to collect 
the gong in the 
residential cat-
egory of this 
year’s RICS’ 
Awards for the 
Yorkshire and 
Humber area. 

The project, 
which was 
overseen by 
Wakefield-
based survey-
or Nicola Booth, saw a tired 
family dwelling transformed 
into a stunning 21st century 
home. 

Nicola, said: “It’s always nice 
to work on a project like this to 

see what can be done when 
someone pushes the bounda-
ries. 

“The result is fantastic, but like 
any scheme it’s important that 

the project 
meets the 
same Building 
Regulation 
standards we 
would apply to 
any project of 
this kind. 

“It’s really 
pleasing that 
the client not 
only has a fan-
tastic home, 
but one which 
is compliant 

with the current legislation as 
well.” 

The RICS’ Awards are due to 
be held on May 16 in Harro-
gate. 
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OFFICE MOVE 

ASSENT’S Manchester 
team have moved into larg-
er premises. 

The team, which took on 
three new Surveyors last 
year, have taken a 1,000 sq 
ft unit in Manchester’s his-
toric Beehive Mill.  The base 
is in easy reach of Man-
chester city centre enabling 
Surveyors to meet clients 
on site quickly and easily. 

The office is almost double 
in size the team’s previous 
accommodation and will be 
fitted out to include a meet-
ing room to host clients in 
person and via video con-
ference. 

CAREER TALKS 

ASPIRING Surveyors have 
been given an introduction 
to the profession by Assent. 

Wakefield-based Oliver 
Wood and Nicola Booth 
(pictured above) headed to 
Wakefield Girls High School 
to give student’s an insight 
into life as a Building Con-
trol Surveyor. 

The duo spoke with Year 11 
students during the school’s 
career day. 

>>> CONFERENCE 2016 

A time to reflect 

Assent marks a decade in business at 

its annual conference in January 

DELEGATES (L-R) Richard Batte, 

Gareth Holme and Simon Arnold 

D 
ELEGATES from 
across the country 
gathered in Warwick-

shire to mark Assent’s 10th 
anniversary at its annual con-
ference. 

Staff and Associates heard 
from director Richard Batte on 
the company’s performance 
throughout 2015 before repre-
sentatives from DAC 
Beachcroft took to the floor. 

The theme of the conference 
centred on meeting client’s 
needs by upholding industry 
standard codes of conduct 
and included a lively question 
and answer session  

The conference, which was 
attended by over 100-
delegates, also provided an 

ASSENT has been named 
as the Approved Inspector 
for the striking Butterfly 
Building in Glasshoughton 
that is being developed for 
the Really Useful Box com-
pany. 

Assent Director Martin 
Conlon said: “Whenever 
the design envelope is 
pushed it demands special 
care and attention and As-
sent are delighted to be 
part of this fantastic devel-
opment.” 

The scheme will be over-
seen by Nicola Booth. 

insight in Assent’s planned 
initiatives. 

These include a new plans 
appraisal and quoting sys-
tem, currently being devel-
oped by staff at the Wakefield 
office, which aims to further 
improve the way clients work 
with Assent’s Project Manag-
ers. 
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End of an Era 

“S 
OME of my colleagues like to remind 

me that Neil Armstrong had only just 

walked on the moon when I started 

out in Building Control when they want to make 

me feel old,” jokes Martin, speaking at Assent’s 

Wakefield headquarters. 

Almost half a century after Armstrong’s foray 

onto the lunar surface, Martin is set to retire at 

the end of March after a lifetime in Building 

Control. 

He has become an industry stalwart in that 

time, joking that there was a time when ‘there 

wasn’t a Building Control Officer employed 

above the Watford Gap’ who didn’t know him, 

but some will be surprised to hear how some-

one so synonymous with Building Control en-

tered the industry almost by accident in the late 

1960s when he joined the then Wakefield 

County Borough Council. 

“I didn’t really know what I was getting into 

back then,” confessed Martin.  “I’d left school 

and didn’t really know what I wanted to do. 

“I kept being sent by the Local Authority career 

advisor for interviews at various jobs without 

much success. 

“One day I went to see him and he said ‘do you 

want to be a Building Inspector’? 

“I asked him what it is that they do and he said 

‘I don’t know but there’s a 

job going in the Town Hall 

for one if you’re interest-

ed’. 

“He arranged an inter-

view, I got the job and 

never really looked back.” 

That chance interview led 

to a 10-year stint at 

Wakefield Town Hall be-

fore Martin moved to Kirk-

lees Council in 1979. 

He followed this up with a 

stint teaching the next 

generation of Building 

Control surveyors at col-

Man had just set foot on the moon when Assent     

Director Martin Conlon took his first leap into Building 

Control.  Here, he reflects on his 46-year career in 

the industry as he prepares for retirement 

Continued on next page 
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It’s that ability to marry technology and client’s 

demands with the requirements of the Building 

Regulations which ensures the role and rele-

vance of the industry for Martin. 

He said: “The biggest attack to Building Con-

trol is self-certification. 

“There are advantages in certain areas of this, 

such as services where we don’t have tech-

nical expertise, but in other areas it would be 

dangerous. 

“There are often completing objectives be-

tween different parts of Regulations and it’s 

only by having someone who can take a holis-

tic view that we can truly uphold the Building 

Regulations.” 

Despite his impeding retirement, Martin will 

continue to work in Building Control with the 

Construction Industry Council and will retain a 

training role at Assent schooling the next gen-

eration of Building Control surveyors. 

“I’ve enjoyed a fantastic career,” he said.  “But 

the most rewarding aspect has been training 

and supporting people into the profession and 

seeing them flourish. 

“I think that is where I’ve been able to add the 

most value to Building Control. 

“I’m delighted to continue with that as well as 

to be able to spend more time with my family 

and indulge my interest in travel.” 

Martin is set to retire at the end of March. 

leges Wakefield and Leeds before returning to 

work on the frontline at JHAI and Approved In-

spector Services before heading to Assent, 

where he has been since 2009. 

As he prepares to call time of a career in Build-

ing Control, Martin recalls things were very dif-

ferent when he started out back in the late 60s. 

“When I started you only went into Building 

Control if you had had a previous career as a 

tradesperson,” he said.  “It was unheard of for 

school leavers to go straight in like I did and it 

was long before the days of degrees in Build-

ing Control. 

“In those days some people on site were sus-

picious of anyone under 40 who hadn’t lost a 

finger or a limb so it was tough going at times. 

“But things have changed 

“Construction itself has become more profes-

sional as industry during my time.  When I first 

started in 1969 it wasn’t a very well thought of 

industry. 

“These days building as a profession is more 

sophisticated - the industry has grown up and 

Building Control has done so along side it.” 

For Martin, the role of Building Control has 

gone from a ‘policeman’ tasked with tightly en-

forcing rules to working with clients and de-

signers to bridge the gap between the function-

al requirements of the Building Regulations 

and the guides which tend to lack behind tech-

nology. 

He said: “People are always looking to inno-

vate and the current guidance is very useful 

but it tends to lag behind and we need to be 

flexible enough to look at innovations and ask 

is it safe, is it adequate? 

“Society is different and more demanding now.  

The Regulations are still concerned with 

Health and Safety but we have redefined what 

we mean by that to expand it into wellbeing, 

convenience and the enjoyment of a building. 

“The role of the Building Control Officer has 

changed to reflect that ethos and I think de-

signers respect us as a profession much 

more.” 

Assent Building Control, 2009—present 

Director 

Approved Inspector Service, 2009-10 

Associate Director 

JHAI, 2000-08 

Director 

Leeds College of Building, 1990-2000 

Divisional Manager 

Wakefield College, 1988-1990 

Senior Lecturer 

Kirklees Council, 1979-88 

Senior Building Control Surveyor 

Wakefield MBC, 1969-79 

Building Control Officer 

C
V
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Sarah Stanton and Charlotte Land 

FINANCE team members Charlotte Land (main picture) and Sa-

rah Stanton (inset) are celebrating passing the latest stage of 

their Association of Accounting Technicians course. 

Both Charlotte and Sarah aced their exam in Control Accounts, 

Journals and Banking System test. 

Amy Townsend 

ASSENT’S central Administration Team have been boosted by new-

comer Amy Townsend (pictured right). 

She joins the Wakefield-base team as an Administration Apprentice 

tasked with supporting staff at Assent’s headquarters. 

Project Managers 

ASSENT’S IT team have produced an interactive 

map showing the locations of all its Project Man-

ager’s live jobs. 

The map, which is powered by Google’s map-

ping system, pin points the location of every As-

sent office and project site. 

The tool also shows the site’s where work has 

begun and where inspections are due to enable 

Project Managers to see which locations to in-

spect. 

Client’s can find out which Assent office is look-

ing after their scheme by using the Office Finder 

tool at www.assentbc.co.uk 

Peter Whiteside, Aimee Grange 

CONGRATULATIONS to Peter Whiteside (picture left) 

and fiancée Annie who are now engaged. 

Wedding bells were also in the air Aimee Grange 

(pictured inset) from Assent’s Milton Keynes office who 

tied the knot in January. 
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A 
SSENT has boosted 
its coverage in York-
shire and Lincoln-
shire by opening a 
new Doncaster office. 

The base, run by Associates 
Steve Warner and Liz Oliver, 
has been up-and-running 
since January. 

The duo boast over four dec-
ades of Building Control expe-
rience between them and are 
keen to improve on the ser-
vice offered by their competi-
tors. 

Steve, a RICS Fellow with ex-
pertise in fire risk assess-

ments, said: “I’ve worked in 
the Doncaster area for over 
30 years and I just didn’t feel 
able to offer the type of ser-
vice I believe we should be 
as an industry working within 
the Local Authority. 

“Working for Assent allows 
me to respond more quickly 
to contractors on site which 
means we are able to offer 
them and our clients a better 
service. 

“It also means I am able to 
work outside the Local Au-
thority boundaries.  The ar-
chitects and contractors we 
work with don’t confine them-
selves to Local Authority 
boundaries so it doesn’t 
seem right that Building Con-
trol should do either when we 
have established a good 
working relationship with peo-
ple.” 

Steve has been joined by Liz 
Oliver, a CABE Member who 
also has experience under-
taking SAP and air tests as 
well as teaching, to run the 
Doncaster office. 

The duo have an extensive 
portfolio of previous projects 

>>> Office Focus: Doncaster 

Introducing 

Doncaster 

ranging from small domestic 
work to large commercial pro-
jects. 

Despite only joining Assent 
three months ago, the Don-
caster office has been quick to 
pick up work and clients. 

“We’ve got everything from 
structural openings and new 
windows through to commer-
cial fit-outs and large residen-
tial schemes,” added Steve.  
“Part of the battle is demon-
strating to people there is an 
alternative to the Local Au-
thority when it comes to Build-
ing Control. 

“That’s something we are 
working hard to do but As-
sent’s existing reputation and 
project portfolio will go along 
way to achieving that which is 
why we were keen to become 
Associates with Assent.” 

To contact Steve call 0777 
1563073 or email stevewarn-
er@assentbc.co.uk.  Liz Oli-
ver is available on 07723 
317685 or lizoli-

Assent’s Steve Warner reveals why he and 

colleague Liz Oliver were keen to open an 

Associate office in South Yorkshire 

ASSENT Doncaster are 
offering and hosting a 
seminar on Heating and 
Hot Water Comfort on 
21st April at Doncaster 
Rugby Club at 9.30am 
with breakfast at 
8.30am. 

They are also hosting a 
joint session with the 
Partially Sighted Society 
on designing buildings 
to assist those with lim-
ited vision on 12th April 
from 12pm  in Doncas-
ter. 

To find out more contact 
the Doncaster office. 
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ON SITE: (L-R) Assent Doncaster’s Ste-

ve Warner and Liz Oliver 


