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Focus on Fire
Assent teams up with the region’s top fire
officers to tackle fire safety in buildings
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Assent names Jane
Keely as its new Director Designate

Surveyor’s take time
out to experience life
as a firefighter

RICS success for
Wakefield Project Manager
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Director’s welcome
Welcome to the Assent summer newsletter
“A week is a long time in politics”
They say that “a week is a long time in politics”, post Brexit lets update that to “a day ...”. In the space
of 24 hours we exited Europe, lost both a prime minister and an effective opposition. In these circumstances we could be forgiven for feeling apprehensive about the future.
Call me a naive optimist but I sense a mood of cautious optimism that belies the prophets of doom in
the media, a sense that we can pull together as an independent nation, not as “little Britain” separatists, but as an open, global nation ready to work together. As someone who voted remain I did not
expect to feel this positive.
Keep calm and carry on
Here at Assent we continue to experience an expanding demand for our services with May proving
another record turnover month with no signs of a drop off. As you can see from the news items that
follow we continue to recruit, develop and promote our staff to meet these demands.
Focus on Quality
In an ever changing and expanding environment we want to maintain our focus on quality. We have
recently revised our Quality Assurance to meet the revised ISO 9001 2015 standard and passed the
assessment for membership of Construction Online giving our clients the confidence that we will meet
all of their tender qualification requirements without time consuming individual pre- tender procedures.
We also want to hear more from our clients about how we can better meet your needs so please email
us with your thoughts on enquiries@assentbc.co.uk.

About
Assent Building Control are
one of the country’s leading
Approved Inspectors. We
aim to take the hassle out of
Building Control by taking
your scheme from design to
completion by offering expert, friendly and fast advice
when you need it. Our team
of almost 100 surveyors provide national coverage for
projects large and small.

Find us
POST:
Assent Head Office
Assent House
4 Navigation Court
Calder Park
Wakefield, WF2 7BJ
CALL:
01924 229180
EMAIL:
admin@assentbc.co.uk

Connect
Facebook.com/assentbc
Twitter.com/assentbc
Linkedin.com/company/
assent-building-controlltd
Assentbc.co.uk
No unauthorised reproduction of this newsletter is allowed without the expressed
permission of Assent BC.

News

Assent names
new Director

J

ANE Keely has been
appointed as Assent’s
new Director Designate following the retirement of Martin Conlon earlier this year.

She said: “I am delighted to
have been appointed as Director Designate.
“Assent has long been a trusted advisor for clients in the
rapidly changing Building Regulations arena and I am eager

ASSENT’S Central London
team have moved to bigger
premises.
The team, which is headed
up by Luis Alonso, Bhavik
Khokhani and Baldeep Birdi
are now based at the King’s
Cross Business Centre on
King’s Cross Road.

NEW OFFICE

Jane, who boasts 25 years
experience in Building Control,
has moved from her role as
Area Technical Manager to
join the board.
She is already well known
among clients as the face of
Assent’s popular technical
seminar programme - a
scheme she said she hoped to
expand in her new role.

RELOCATION

THREE new Surveyor’s have
joined the Assent team to
improve our coverage in the
South East.
Jane Keely, Assent’s new Director
Designate

to build on the successful ongoing programme of technical presentations.
“Assent is continually striving
to implement the latest technology and I am looking forward to liaising with clients to
obtain feedback on how new
innovation can help them in
the Building Control process.”

Landmark building to be overseen by Assent
This is the striking new
Gurdwara Singh Sabha Sikh Temple in
Barking, London.

Harvir Kalsi, Raj Singh and
Ajay Singh will head up Assent’s new Ealing office.
Client’s can easily access
the contact details for all Assent offices, including the
new Ealing branch, at
www.assentbc.co.uk using
the Office Finder tab.

SPONSORSHIP
WAKEFIELD Wolves will
proudly carry the Assent
name after the pair netted a
sponsorship deal.
Assent’s logo will be displayed on the Wolves’ Junior Basketball Club’s kit for
the upcoming season.
The club join a long list of
clubs that Assent lend their
support to each year that
includes local football and
rugby teams.

The project will be
overseen by Amrik
Matharoo from Assent’s Ilford branch.
CALL: 01924 229180
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News

Projects up for
industry awards

S

URVEYORS mingled
with celebrities at two
award ceremonies to
see if their schemes had done
enough to claim one of the
country’s most prestigious design awards.

(Centre) Assent’s Nicola Booth with
TV’s Martin Roberts

Nicola Booth, Jane Keely and
John Dilley from Assent’s
Wakefield HQ joined the team
behind the dramatic conversion of a tired family dwelling
in Sheffield into a stunning
21st century home at the
RICS’ regional awards for the
Yorkshire and Humber area.
Martin Roberts, the face of
BBC property show Homes
under the Hammer, dished out
the awards on the night.

the sister-awards ceremony
for the South East region.
Angela Davey joined representatives from Studio Four
Architects, who transformed a
forgotten agricultural barn in
Andover into a beautiful home
that features a striking glazed
link, to collect the award in the
Residential category at the
RICS’ 2016 Awards for the
South East from television
property presenter Amanda
Lamb.
Elsewhere, Assent’s Sheffield
office had two projects featured on the RIBA Yorkshire
Awards shortlist for 2016.
They included an £81m stateof-the-art teaching facility for
the University of Sheffield and
the AMRC Factory 2050 by
Bryan Bond Architects for aircraft manufacturer Boeing.
Both schemes were highly
commended by the judging
panel but narrowly missed out
on an award.

Unfortunately the scheme narrowly missed out
on the prize in
the Residential
category, however, an Assentbacked scheme
Rushmoor Farm in Andover, which won the RICS’ Resipicked up the
dential category award for the South East region
same award at
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Building Control
beyond Britain
Assent are continuing to
help other countries introduce their own Building
Control system.
Dozens of Architects, Projects Managers and Engineers from Israel will be
spending time with Assent
over summer to see how
we work with our clients to
identify and overcome
Building Control issues.
The delegates, who will use
what they learn with Assent
to improve building standards in Israel, are spending
time shadowing Assent’s

(L-R) Asher Saar Mallul from Israel with Assent’s Jason Wynne

Project Managers to see
how we help client’s identify
potential issues on plan as
well as to advise with problems that arise on site.
It is the second year that
Assent have taken part in
the RICS-backed scheme
and this year over 50 delegates are expected to
spend time with Assent.

EMAIL: admin@assentbc.co.uk

Feature

Focusing on Fire
Assent’s surveyors spent a day with firefighters
to see how compliant buildings help them to fight
fires and save countless lives on a daily basis

F

IREFIGHTERS Caz Whiteman, Gary
Devonport and Roger Brason are full
of stories about what can happen
when things go wrong.

From crews entangled in copper wiring in
burning buildings to appliances stuck at the top
of narrow streets packed with parked cars,
there are a seemingly endless series of pitfalls
awaiting firefighters responding to an emergency call.
But while fires can be unpredictable, the basic

principles of fire safety embodied in Approved
Document B, the British Standards and fire engineered approaches can at least offer those
responding to a 999-call the best chance to
ensure the safety of themselves and the people they are sent to rescue.
It was for that reason that Assent sent a team
of surveyors to spend a day with South Yorkshire Fire Service to better understand the real
world impact of fire safety regulations they
Continued on next page

(L-R) Assent’s Joe Green, Pete Kelly and Sam Mashiter chat with firefighter Gary Devonport

CALL: 01924 229180

EMAIL: admin@assentbc.co.uk

Feature
help their clients apply to their schemes on a
daily basis.
To achieve that, surveyor’s Nicola Booth, Pete
Kelly, Sam Mashiter, Joe Green, Tony Turner,
Martin Sheehan and Chris Jones donned their
firefighting kit and were tasked to tackle a
blaze on the third storey of South Yorkshire
Fire Service’s state-of-the-art training tower in
Rotherham.
The exercise,
designed to simulate the conditions firefighters
encounter daily,
saw surveyors
connect hoses to
a nearby water
hydrant before hauling them 45m up three
flights of stairs to reach the seat of the hypothetical blaze.
Assent’s team took almost six minutes to complete the task—twice the time firefighters are
expected to take.
“The physical effort it takes just to reach the
fire was surprising,” said Chris Jones, one of
the Assent team taking part in the exercise.
“All we had to do was run some hoses. In reality we could have been wearing heavy breathing apparatus and entering a building with zero
visibility with no idea if what
we were standing on was
about to give way or not.
“The Building Regulations
require that buildings are
designed to assist firefighters do their job, for example, by having dry risers,
firefighting shafts or by
providing access within 45m
of an appliance depending
on the type of project.
“Requirements like those

can sometimes seem a little abstract when
read in isolation but having had the opportunity
to experience how the regulations and the recommendations of guidance like Approved Document B manifest themselves in real life gives
us a much greater appreciation of how they
can be applied to the projects we work on.”
As well as tackling a blaze, Assent’s team of
surveyors experienced a real fire flash over in
controlled conditions and saw how firefighters
can access architect’s drawings of the building
they are responding to, on route to the blaze,
so they are able to prepare a plan to tackle the
inferno before they arrive.
Assent Director Designate Jane Keely, who
organised the training day, said: “Events like
this not only help our surveyor’s get behind the
regulations that we assist our clients with every
day, but they also help to build pro-active relationships with the Fire Service.
“We work closely with Fire Authorities across
the country. A good working relationship with
the Fire Service enables Assent to discuss potential issues, that might affect the client, at an
early stage.
“Events like this can only help strengthen
those ties between us, our clients and the Fire
Authorities that we work with on a daily basis
to achieve a safe, cost effective building.”

(L-R) Assent’s Chris Jones. Martin Sheehan, Tony Turner, Joe Green, Sam Mashiter,
Pete Kelly and Nicola Booth
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People
Sarah
Stanton
Oliver
Wood and Charlotte Land
Wakefield Project Manager Oliver Wood is celebrating after passing
his RICS’ Assessment of Professional Competence, gaining Chartered Status with RICS as a result.

Jess Kass
Assent’s Norfolk branch have continued their expansion with the appointment of Jess Kass.
Jess will work alongside the existing team as a Trainee Building
Control Surveyor.

Tara Kennedy and Donna George
Donna George (right) has joined Assent’s
Norfolk branch as an Administrator.
Joining Donna is Tara Kennedy (left) who has
been brought in to assist the Wakefield team as
an apprentice Administrator.

Mike Helle-Lorentzen
Assent’s Colchester branch have bolstered their ranks with the addition of Mike Helle-Lorentzen.
Mike joins fellow Surveyor’s Ian Wright, Neil Robinson, Adam Radmall, John Frith and Toby Grose at the Colchester office.

Harvir Kalsi, Raj Singh & Ajay Singh
Harvir Kalsi (left), Raj Singh (centre) and Ajay
Singh (right) have joined Assent.
The trio will operate the firm’s Ealing office and will improve Assent’s coverage of the capital.
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People
Baldeep Birdi
Our central London office expands and we welcome Baldeep Birdi,
our new Building Control Surveyor.

Sarah Stanton and Charlotte Land
Sarah Stanton (left) and Charlotte Land from our
finance team at HQs, have recently passed their
Level 2 Certificate in Accountancy which forms part
of the AAT Accounting Qualification.
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